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It’s a new year and soon the bulbs will appear and tell me it’s spring, although right
now, it still feels very much like winter.  But there’s lot to look forward to.  Royal
Holloway has events every month and they can be booked on Kingston U3A’s
website.  Surrey Network has exciting study days planned at the Menuhin Hall: I’m
particularly looking forward to ‘The Bayeux Tapestry’ in March.  Also on my list are
‘Jewish London’ and a trip to the Banqueting House, organised by our General
Activities Section.  They are looking for more help on their team to organise future
trips.  If you are interested in helping out, please contact Gisela Zürcher-Feiss:
generalactivities@kingstonu3a.org.uk, 020 8399 4990.
In March we’re inviting the group leaders to lunch to thank them for their splendid
hard work over the year. We have 90 groups run by able volunteers, without whom
Kingston U3A wouldn’t exist. As mentioned in previous newsletters and the bulletin,
we were looking for a Speakers Secretary.  I’m delighted to announce that two
members have volunteered to share this role, which means that our monthly
meetings will continue into 2020.
In the meantime, best wishes for a great year ahead.

              Ireni Esler
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Monthly Meetings
Held at the United Reformed Church, Eden Street, Kingston

4 March: Without Reserve
Janie Ramsay, an antiques dealer from Kent, talks about working in the trade.
1 April: London’s East End
Howard Slater takes us on a tour of some of the area’s streets, giving us a flavour
of the local history and culture.
13 May: Forty Years Catching Smugglers
After Malcolm Nelson’s talk, you’ll know how to negotiate the Green Channel at
customs.
Open to members only, these are usually held on the first Monday of the month at 2pm.
If this falls on a Bank Holiday, the meeting will take place on the following Monday.

Chair’s Remarks
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Group Leaders’ Lunch

Invitations have gone out to group
leaders for the lunch on Wednesday,

13 March.  Could
leaders please check
their emails to make
sure they have
received their
invitation and have

responded to Linda
Foreman.  It is important to let her know
even if you are not coming.

Kingston U3A Singers

We are looking for some new members
and have places available in all voice
ranges.  We offer a friendly welcome
with no audition: you sing with us for a
month to see if you’d like to join.  You
don’t have to be able to read music.

The work is varied, from classical
through to folk and is mostly sung in
four parts.  The cost is £40 per quarter
with music provided.

Rehearsal times are 10.30am-12.30pm
on Thursday mornings at Glenmore
House, 6 The Crescent, Surbiton,
KT6 4BN.  There is ample parking on
site and we are a short walk from
Surbiton Station.  There’s a bus stop
just outside Waitrose, which is served
by several different routes.

If you would like to come along and join
in, please contact any member of the
choir or Helga Randall on
020 8397 8712.  We’d love to see you.

Opera

Clive Chase now runs this group, which
meets in the afternoon of the first
Wednesday of the month in the North
Kingston area.

If you are interested in joining us,
please contact Clive:
clivechase111@gmail.com,
020 8387 3191.

Ukulele

This group meets up in the Community
Room in the Guildhall at 11am on
Tuesdays.  Ukuleles can be supplied.
The cost for a six-week course is £45.

If you are interested, please contact
Christine Evans:
christineevans2@aol.com,
020 8224 1985.

Group News

New Groups
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Walking Group

This group has recently been set up
with the aim of walking around six plus
miles. The walks take place on alternate
Tuesdays with a start time of 10am.

If you are interested, please contact
Pamela Townsend:
pamandgil@me.com,
07789 397635
or
Graeme Campbell:
campbellgdfamily@aol.com,
07798 858455.

Let’s Sing ‘The Great American
Songbook’

This group will meet at 2pm on the
second Tuesday each month in the
Surbiton area.  We’ll use ‘The Great
American Songbook’, featuring Cole
Porter, George Gershwin, Irving Berlin
and Jerome Kern.
A keyboard is available but we’re
looking for a volunteer to accompany
us, even if only occasionally.
If you interested, please contact
Maureen Hasirci:
mhasirci48@gmail.com,
020 8241 4421.

Cook Book Club

This new group will meet at 2pm on the
second Wednesday of the month in the
Surbiton area.  The content will depend
on what the members want – perhaps
even cookery.
If you are interested, please contact
Gill Pickup: gillpickup@waitrose.com,
020 8399 3271.

Writing for Children

This new group will meet at 11am on
the second Wednesday of the month in
the Surbiton area.
If you are interested, please contact
Jean Farrell:
steveandjeanfarrell@hotmail.com.

… for new groups are always welcome.
Please contact Shirley Miller:
shirley.miller4@btinternet.com,
020 8940 8573.

Last November seven members of our
Science and Engineering Group went to
Abingdon in Oxfordshire to visit the
Culham Centre for Fusion Energy on
one of its open days.

Further Offers …

Science and Engineering
Group

Possible New Groups
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Development work for the generation of
almost limitless clean energy is being
done at the Centre using a machine
called the Joint European Torus (JET).
Temperatures exceeding ten million
degrees are needed, at which point
hydrogen fuses into helium with the
release of energy – the process that
powers the Sun. This promises almost
unlimited energy for the future without
any greenhouse gases or long-lived
radioactive waste.

The JET is like a giant doughnut in
which the hydrogen plasma is heated to
the required temperature while being
confined to the centre of the toroidal
tube by intense magnetic fields. This
configuration was first developed in
Russia and is called a Tokamak.

We were fortunate to be able to see the
Tokamak close up as it was undergoing
a planned upgrade. Although the
physics of the process is well
understood, the engineering challenges

are formidable and it will still take quite
a few years of international effort before
it can be usefully applied. It was
impressive to see the scale of
engineering structures needed to
contain the process and learn about the
next generation ITER Tokamak now
under construction in France. ITER is
an international development
programme intended to take the
technology to commercial application,
perhaps by 2030. The presentation and
explanations by our tour guide were
outstanding.
If you are interested in finding out more
information or going to see the Centre
for yourself, take a look at the following
websites:
CCFE www.ccfe.ac.uk
ITER www.iter.org
EUROfusion www.euro-fusion.org

Eddie Yeadon

In Front of the
Tokamac
(l-r)
Eddie Yeadon,
Linda Foreman,
Graham
Thorpe,
Chris Cheek,
Moira Shearer
and
Mike Wilson.
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A recent MOTO outing to the V&A
museum coincided with a fire alarm
and three of our members were
decanted into the service yard, where
they found plastic containers to sit on in
the sun.  From the left are Elaine
Lewis, Mollie Soole and Ines White,
resting their feet after all that culture.

The Migration Museum tells stories of
movement to and from Britain through
exhibitions, events and education
workshops.

Migration story discs filled in by museum visitors
 © Migration Museum

Jo Livingston (committee member of
U3A London Region) visited the
museum recently and commented on
the excellent presentation of the
exhibition.  It displays the stories over a
number of rooms – a bedsit, a kitchen,
a classroom, a craft room and a
hairdresser's shop – and you're
encouraged to interact with the
exhibits.  But in this case the exhibits
are the stories, so they're on a notice
board, or hidden in a wardrobe, or a
desk.  Whenever you sit down, as
you're invited to do, it triggers a tape
with another set of stories.

© Migration Museum_Poppy Williams

It's a temporary exhibition and runs
only until this summer (no specific date
as yet). It's open Thursdays (12 noon-
8pm) and Fridays-Sundays (12 noon-
6pm) and admission is free.  The
museum welcomes group visits.
Please contact
info@migrationmuseum.org if you are
interested.
There is a small shop at the museum
and a café for coffee/tea and cakes.
Please note that the premises are not
step-free.
Address: 26 Lambeth High Street,
London, SE1 7AG (not far from
Vauxhall Station)
For more details, including how to get
there, see the website at
www.migrationmuseum.org

Behind the Scenes at the
Museum

The Migration Museum at
the Workshop
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You probably think you know this area
but this walk will reveal some hidden
secrets.
The walk is from Temple Underground
Station to Trafalgar Square. Strand is
the street which links the City with
Westminster.  Along it we’ll see a very
large map, a closed Underground
station, a hidden chapel, some
architectural gems in backstreets and
the location of the precise point from
which all road distances in England are
measured.

John King will lead the walk (about two
hours). Most of it is on the level but
there are some steps.
Dates: Tuesday, 5 March;
Wednesday,13 March; Thursday, 21
March
Departure time/Meeting point:
10.15am Underground concourse at
Wimbledon Station from where we’ll
take the District Line to Temple
Cost: 50p administration charge
collected on the day
If you would like to join one of these
walks, please complete the application
form (one per household or individual)
and send it to John King,

64 Alric Avenue, New Malden, Surrey,
KT3 4JW. Tel: 020 8949 7427
Please note that it is not possible just to
turn up on the day.  An application form
must be received with a current
membership number. All applications
are dealt with in strict order of receipt
and once a tour is full, a waiting list is
created. All personal details are
shredded once the walks have been
completed.

Friday, 17 May
Join us on a walking tour to explore the
Thames-side town of Reading.  The
ruins of Reading Abbey reopened in
2018.  It is near Reading Gaol and the
museum, where Britain’s Bayeux
Tapestry is displayed and the history of
the Huntley & Palmers biscuit factory is
told.

The tapestry is a full-sized copy of the
original and was made by skilled
Victorian women embroiderers in 1885.
The gallery explores the background
and impact of the Norman Conquest by
William I.  His youngest son, Henry I,
founded Reading Abbey in 1121 when
he announced he wanted a new abbey

A Walk on and off Strand

Reading: Biscuits, the Bayeux
Tapestry and a River Cruise
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built there.  No expense was spared in
its construction and monks lived,
worked and worshipped there for more
than 400 years.  The Abbey Quarter
covers the former precinct of this royal
monastery.
We meet our guide at Henley station
en route to Reading, where we’re
scheduled to arrive at 10.30am, in time
for coffee before exploring the Abbey
Quarter.  On our tour we’ll discover an
enormous lion in a beautiful Victorian
park, and the Oscar Wilde Chestnut
Walk alongside the walls of Reading
Gaol.  Our tour ends at Reading
Museum where we’ll have time to
admire the Bayeux Tapestry before
buying lunch locally.
After lunch we board a boat for a two
and a quarter hour cruise from
Reading through pretty Sonning to
Henley.  There’s a bar on the boat
selling tea and coffee, soft drinks or
something stronger if you prefer.
We head home from Henley at
5.30pm.
Date: Friday, 17 May
Departure time/Boarding point:
· 8.30am   High Street, Kingston,

opposite the Rose Theatre

· 8.45am   Ewell Road, Surbiton,
bus stop: Telephone Exchange

Please arrive 10 minutes earlier than
departure time to allow for checking in.
Cost: £44.50 per person including
coach, guide, river cruise and tips
If you would like to join this outing,
please complete the enclosed
application form (one for each
household or individual) and send it,
together with your cheque for £44.50

per person and a stamped, addressed
envelope or your email address to:
Claire Bletcher, 17 Lower Green Road,
Esher, KT10 8HE. Tel: 020 8398 7107
If you give your email address, all
information will be sent by email,
including any changes to timings, so
please check your inbox regularly.

Thursday,12 to
Monday,16 September 2019

Day 1: We board an executive coach
at our designated pick-up points.  En
route to Exeter we visit the National
Trust’s Kingston Lacy, home of the
Bankes family for over 300 years.

After the family lost their Corfe Castle
stronghold to the Parliamentarians in
the Civil War, they moved here and
gradually created an astonishing Italian
palace in the heart of rural Dorset.  The
property is home to an internationally
acclaimed art collection (including
paintings by Rubens, Velazquez and
Titian), exquisite carvings and lavish
interiors.
We continue to our hotel on the
outskirts of Exeter (details overleaf).

Historic Houses and
Heritage of Devon
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Day 2: In the morning we have some
free time in Exeter and in the afternoon
visit the National Trust’s Coleton
Fishacre, an Arts and Crafts style

house with an elegant Art Deco-
influenced interior, situated in a
spectacular coastal setting. We then
travel to Kingswear for a scenic, one-
way steam train excursion to Paignton
(included in the price).
Day 3: Our guided tour in the morning
(included in the price) takes in sights
such as Exeter Cathedral, one of
England’s finest examples of
decorated Gothic architecture. We visit
Powderham Castle in the afternoon.

Set alongside the estuary of the Exe
and dating back to 1391, it is home to
the 18th Earl of Devon and one of the
oldest family houses in England.
Day 4: In the morning we spend some
time at leisure in Dartmouth and then
take a boat transfer (included in the
price) to the National Trust’s Greenway

property.  Offering an atmosphere of
wildness and timelessness, this true
‘secret’ garden of peace and
tranquillity offers wonderful views of
the Dart estuary and once featured on
the BBC’s ‘Hidden Gardens’. (There is
a 10-15 minutes uphill walk from the
quayside to the gardens, or there is a
shuttle service between the ferry and
the house.)  The house was the private
holiday home of the famous and well-
loved author Agatha Christie and
contains many of the family’s
collections including archaeological
items, Tunbridge ware, silver, botanical
china, and books. We then return to
Dartmouth by boat.
Day 5: We visit the National Trust’s
Killerton property, a fine 18th century
house containing a fascinating
collection of 18th and 20th century
costumes.

Taking carefully selected comfort stops
en route, we return to our original pick-
up points.
Dates: Thursday,12 to Monday,16
September 2019
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Hotel: Gipsy Hill Hotel, Exeter (three-
star)
Cost: £499, which includes:
· executive coach
· hotel: four nights’ half-board

accommodation, sharing a
twin/double room (single room
supplement £99)

· all excursions
· some entrance fees
· services of a professional tour

manager
If you would like to join this holiday,
please complete the enclosed
application form and send it together
with a stamped addressed envelope (not
too small, please) to:
Gisela Zürcher-Feiss, 37 The Byeways,
Surbiton, KT5 8HT
Tel: 020 8399 4990

We often advertise requests from
university researchers looking for
volunteers to help them with their
studies.  The U3A National Office has
asked us to draw your attention to this
disclaimer before you take part in any
research.
“We are often asked to publicise
research studies and trials to our
members. Where we do so, it is because
we believe it may be of interest to you,
and we are not endorsing or promoting
the research study in any way.  U3A has
not undertaken any checks or due
diligence on the relevant department or
the study and accepts no liability
whatsoever if you decide to agree to
participate.  If you choose to take part in

any study, you do so at your own risk
and in your own capacity (and not as a
member of U3A).  You should make
sure that you understand all the risks
associated with any study before you
sign up and ensure that you understand
the time commitment, any restrictions
and possible side effects.  You should
also ensure that you will be insured as
part of the study.”

As this is my first newsletter as editor, I
thought I’d take
the opportunity
to introduce
myself.  If you
came along to
the annual quiz
in January, you
would have
seen me
MCing the
event and
reading out the
answers.

Having produced the monthly news
bulletin for the last couple of years, I
liked the challenge of helping with the
production of the printed newsletter too.
I joined Kingston U3A almost five years
ago when I retired.  My last paid job was
in internal communications at the
Department for Transport, where I wrote
copy for the intranet and produced the
monthly employee magazine, at first a
printed publication but later an online
magazine or ‘ezine’.  So, I’m now hoping
to revive the skills I learnt and put them
to good use for our newsletter.

Advice on taking part in
research

Taking over the editorship
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In addition to working on U3A
communications, I belong to the cycling
group led by Stuart and Pamela Crisp
and joined the walking group run by
Pamela Townsend and Graeme
Campbell at the beginning of January.
On a cold but sunny day we walked from
Ewell West into Kingston, following the
course of the Hogsmill River.  It was
good to be out in the fresh air and meet
some new people, while getting some
exercise after the Christmas/New Year
period.
In future newsletters I’d like to include
regular articles about the different
groups we have in Kingston U3A and
hope to contact some of the leaders with
a view to putting these together.  I’m
also hoping to persuade the Committee
members to talk about the work they do
on our behalf.  There’s always room,
too, for your contributions: poems; write-
ups about cultural visits or trips you’ve
been on.  And I’d like to hear from
anyone who has taken part in the
research projects we often advertise.
Don’t worry if you don’t feel confident
enough to put pen to paper yourself.  I’d
be more than happy to talk to you and
help produce the article.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Susan Hinchsliffe

If you haven’t already been, you might
just have time to see ‘Good Grief,
Charlie Brown!’ at Somerset House
before it closes on Sunday, 3 March.
Charlie Brown, his dog Snoopy and his
friends have loomed large in our culture
for several decades now.  This exhibition
not only follows the history of the
cartoon strip, originally called ‘Li’l Folks’,

but also traces the life of its creator,
Charles M Schulz.  Born in America’s
Midwest in 1922, Schulz showed artistic
talent from an early age. He enrolled in a
correspondence course run by the Art
Instruction company, attracted by its
emphasis on ‘cartooning’.

On display are examples of the original
artwork for the strips, along with some of
Schulz’s drawing tools – and his
baseball pitcher’s glove.  There are
videos of him sketching his characters,
gradually bringing them to life on the
page and explaining his creative
process.

The statistics are staggering.  From
producing the first cartoon in 1950 to his
death in 2000, Schulz hand drew all
17,897 strips himself.  They were
syndicated to 2,600 newspapers in 75
countries in 21 languages.  The
merchandise proliferated: books,
T-shirts, badges, posters, stickers and
soft toys.  ‘Peanuts’ has inspired many
an artist since and some of their work is
also on show.

You pick up some interesting titbits en
route.  Although Snoopy was based on

Good Grief, Charlie Brown



Kingston U3A      Spring 2019 Newsletter        Page 11

the family’s black and white dog, Spike,
his name came from Schulz’s mum who
said, if they ever had another dog, she
would call it Snoopy.  And then there’s
Lucy’s little brother Linus, always shown
cuddling his ‘security blanket’.  Schulz
never called it that but it became known
as such, the term first entering the
Oxford English Dictionary in 1986.

This excellent exhibition certainly lives
up to its claim to show ‘the Enduring
Power of Peanuts’ and at £11 for senior
citizens, it’s well worth a visit!

Study days are open to all U3A members
and guests are very welcome. They are held
in the Menuhin Hall, Stoke d'Abernon,
starting at 10am (registration 9.30am)
and ending at 4pm.

The fee, including coffee/tea and biscuits, is
£10 for members and £12 for guests.
Attendees should bring a packed lunch.

Advance booking is necessary and forms
are available at the monthly meetings or
from the Surrey Network site:
https://u3asites.org.uk/surreyu3anetwork/events

Friday, 15 March

The Bayeux Tapestry and Life in
England before the Battle of Hastings
The Tapestry is a narrative not only of
the most famous battle in English history
but also of the build-up to it.  Many
crucial events are omitted and we can
only speculate as to why.  It is a moral
story showing that good cannot come to
those who break their word.  The
lectures look at many of the scenes in
detail and explore what might be learned
from this depiction of a turning point in
our history.

Friday, 12 April

The Aztec: Eagle Warriors of the Sun
Their capital city, Tenochtitlan, was
founded in 1325.  When the Spaniards
walked into it, they found a well
organised society, with four public
markets, five days a week.  Hernan
Cortés, the Spanish Conquistador,
reported that 60,000 people visited the
central market daily.  Human sacrifice
was the most striking feature of Aztec
civilisation. Before the conquest there
were 15 million Aztecs.  By 1521 only
four million survived.

Friday, 17 May

People and Places of Surrey
A variety of speakers will consider some
of the fascinating people, places and
history of the county: Lewis Carroll; the
Watts in Compton, their home and
studios, the  Potters’ Arts Guild and the
Gallery; the History Centre in Woking;
and the Cathedral Church of the Holy
Spirit in Guildford.

Central Surrey Study Days
at the Menuhin Hall



Kingston U3A      Spring 2019 Newsletter        Page 12

A Poetic Thank You Letter

I’ve been to a wonderful party!

From Pimm’s and Champagne on the terrace
  To strawberry-cream-laden scones with our tea

All day cloudless sun’s rays shining
  Down on the scene
   Of countryside woodland sweeping
      Beyond lawns of unparched green.

Waves of friendly chatter and talk spreading
  Through like-minded folk of goodwill
    Gathered in groups or passing
      From one to another in sociable mood.

Enjoying the pleasure of comparing
  And sharing thoughts and news,
    Renewing old and recent friendship,
      While delighting in delectable food.

I’ve just been to a wonderful party!

A gathering of guests of all ages and types there,
  To wish “Happy Birthday”
    And honour and cherish
      Our friends

Maureen and Michael

        A star-studded pair.

Frances Welsh


